
CHARLES R SYKES 
 

1875 – 1950 
 

 
Famous artist and sculptor 
who made many designs for 
car mascots including the 
famous ‘winged lady’ for Rolls-
Royce.  This mascot designed 
in 1911 is still in use today.  
He also painted scenes 
incorporating Rolls- Royce 
cars used in the early sales 
brochure for the 40/50 Hp cars 
in 1910/1911. Six paintings 
were commissioned in 1909 

Returning Home From a Christmas Fancy Dress Bal l  (Consternat ion o f  Hodge  on being 
conf ronted with a v is ion of  h is satanic majesty) .   From The Car – I l lust rated magaz ine 
18 t h  December 1907.   Image cour tes y o f  M alco l m Jea l  

I l lust rat ion f rom Al ice In Wonderland  Image 
cour tes y o f  M alco lm Jea l  



which show the arrival at the opera, a country house, a salmon river and 
a shooting covet side. For one a pair of pictures see lot 114 Sotheby's 
sale 17 June 1997. In 1932/33 Sykes was commissioned to design a new 
mascot for Bentley Motors many sketches were produced and several of 
these have appeared in auction.  He also painted a front cover for Car 
Illustrated in 1908 and the artwork for an Avon Tyres advertisement in 
1928. 
 
FURTHER REFERENCE 
 
ALICE IN MOTORLAND  by Horace M Wyatt published The Car Illustrated 
1905 

 
 

 

I l lust rat ion for a ser ial ised story in  The Car -  I l lust rated 19 t h  December 1906.  Image 
cour tes y o f  M alco lm Jea l  


